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NEGRO RURAL PASTORS MEET AT JARVIS COLLEGE 


The first interdenominational Negro rural pas- 
tor's conference ever held in the Southwest, met 
at Jarvis Christian College, Hawkins, Texas, 
April 19 to 24, 1943. Sponsored jointly by Jar- 
vis College.and the National Home Missions Coun- 
cil, representing 23different denominations. The 
institute brought together Negro ministers of many 
denominations for five days of study, discussion, 
and conference concerning the problems of the Ne- 
gro church and of the Negro people. The theme 
was -The Responsibility of the Church for a Bet- 
ter Rural Life. 


President Peter C. Washington was host to the 
gathering and Professor W. O. Gill served as dean 
of the conference. Dr. Ralph A. Felton, profes- 
sor of rural religion in Drew Theological Semi- 
nary and chairman of the commission on share- 
cropper work of the HomeMissions Council, taught 
courses on rural life and the program of the ru- 
ral church. Mr. Ralph Worley, white supervisor 
of Negro educationof the state departmentof 
education of Texas, led discussions for two days 
regarding the conditions of Negro people and 
Negro education in Texas. He presented facts and 
figures showing the relation of soil erosion to 
crop yield, cost of producing crops, annual re- 
turn for labor, standards of living and health. 
He urged that Negro churches take the lead in 
promoting better homes, gardens, better food 
supplies, better farming practices, and coopera- 
tive marketing and buying. The pastors were so 
enthusiastic over Mr. Worley's presentations that 
additional time had to be given for the group. 
Mrs. Emmett Dixon, professor of home economics 
in Jarvis demonstrated to the group how numerous 
useful and ornamental objects for the home can 
be madefrom cardboard, orange crates, feed sacks, 
gunny sacks, tin cans, and discarded Jars and 
bottles. Mr. James A. Crain gave the evening 
inspirational messages, assisted by the Jarvis 
choir. Mr. Willard M. Wickizer, executive secre- 
tary of the department of evangelism and church 
development of The United Christian Missionary 
Society was also present and participated in the 
conference. 


The Jarvis meeting was one of fifteen region- 
al conferences which will enroll approximately 
1000 Southern Negro ministers during the spring 
and summer. In addition, twenty-eight other 
conferences under the direction of the Home Mis- 
Sions Council will reach 3000 ministers in other 
parts of the nation. It is hoped that as a re- 
sult of the Jarvis conference a permanent pro- 
gram of interdenominational Negro work can be 
developed in the Southwest. 
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SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR RURAL PASTORS 


Garrett Biblical Institute, Northwestern Uni- 
versity Campus, Evanston, Illinois, has generous- 
ly provided three scholarships in its Interdenom- 
inational School for Rural Leaders for rural min- 
isters among the Disciples of Christ who can qual- 
ify. The school is under the direction of Profes- 
sor Rockwell C. Smith. Courses will be offered 
covering such phases of rural church work, as ag- 
ricultural economics, sociology, the program of 
the rural church, recreational activities,research 
in rural life,etc. The school opens on June 14. 
and will close on July 16. Classes will be held 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, to en- 
able rurai ministers in service to return to 
their pulpits each week end. The scholarship is 
valued at $35.00 and covers everything except 
board, which is estimated at $30.00 for the five 
weeks. To qualify the applicant must be a col- 
lege graduate, preferably withaseminary degree, 
be actively engaged in or preparing for the ru- 
ral ministry, and must agreeto use the know- 
ledge gained 4n developing not only his own church 
but also the commnity. Certain courses are also 
available in the regular Garrett Summer School 
at no additional cost. Credit earned may be 
transferred to other schools to apply on degrees. 
For further information write to James A. Crain, 
executive secretary, department of social wel- 
fare and rural work, The United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society, Missions Building, 222 Downey 
Avenue, Indianapolis, Indiana. 


In addition to the above, summer schools and 
institutes for rural pastors and leaders will be 
held at the University of Wisconsin, Washington 
State College, Pullman, the Divinity School of 
the University of Chicago, Faribault Sumer 
School, Faribault, Minnesota, Purdue University, 
Lafayette, Indiana, Duke University, Durhan, 
North Carolina, the College of Agriculture, 
Lincoln; Nebraska, Penn State, State College, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey College of Agriculture, 
Brunswick, New Jersey, Vanderbilt School of 
Religion, Nashville, Tennessee. 


Other opportunities for in-service training 
for rural ministers and church leaders are avail- 
able through conferences and institutes offered 
by various denominational and interdenomination- 
al rural life commission. Courses offered cover 
almost the whole field of rural life. Expenses 
are kept at the lowest possible figure. In many 
instances scholarships or other aid is available 
to qualified applicants. Write The ‘own and 
Country Church Committee, Home’ Missions Council, 
297 Fourth Avenue, New York, New York, for free 
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"RICH LAND -- POOR PEOPLE” 


Under the above title Frances Carr Stifler 
writes in the American Bible Society Record of 
the needs of the people of Mississippi County, 
Arkansas and of the work of the Rev. V. E. Hart- 
man, who spent 12 weeks in the county surve ying 
its needs for the Society. 


"Mississippi County is the greatest cotton- 
growing county in America. Every fall in its 
county-seat of Blytheville the National Cotton 
Picking Contest is held. In the summer of 1941 
the county produced 237,000 bales, the magnificent 
crop standing higher in July than a tall man's 
head for as far as the eye could see. It is a 
county of large plantations - the largest cover- 
ing 59,000. acres. The plantations are covered by 
small sharecropper homes, usually of two rooms 
and always unpainted. The people are nearly all 
white. The average farm is from 12 to 25 acres. 
One can see row upon row of these homes about 
300 yards apart all over the county. One observer 
describes what he saw in these words, ‘I think it 
is the richest land in the world, andsupports the 
poorest people in the world that are to be found 
in this country.’ 


"Into this county the American Bible Society, 
in cooperation with the Home Mission Council, sent 
last summer Rev. Viadimir E. Hartman to survey 
and meet the Bible needs of the people.... Mr. 
Hartman spent 12 weeks in Mississippi County, 
during which he drove his car more than 4000 miles, 
visiting over 1500 homes. He writes, 


"'Since this section is part of the Bible Belt, 
I was assured by man, before I began my work that 
every home would have a Bible. This was not true. 
There were dozens of homes where the people had 
no Bible atall. Mostofthe homes I visited had 
large families, and the children did not have 
Testaments and Bibles of their own.' 


"Some ideaof theextent of the need is reveal- 
ed by the fact that in the 1500 homes visited, Mr. 
Hartman distributed 100 Bibles,550 New Testaments, 
and hundreds of one- and two-cent Gospel portions. 
These books were either soldat the cost price or 
less, orwere given away if the people had no money. 
Mr. Hartman never left a home without making it 
possible for the people to have a Bible ora 
Testament if they did not have one...." 


Cropping out between the lines of this story of 
a Bible Society colporteur is another story that 
helps to understand the conditions the colporteur 
found. Here is the richest land in the world - 
formed by the rich soil deposits brought down by 
a mighty river that drained away the meltage of 
a prehistoric icecap that once covered the contin- 
ent as far south as central-southern Indiana and 
continually enriched by the silt brought down 
from the Dakotas, Minnesota, and the areas of its 
immense tributaries reaching as far west as Colora- 
do and Montana and as far east as the Allegheny 
mountains. A soil unbelievably rich anda people 
unbelievably poor: Bare, unpainted houses with- 
out a wellor garden or a cow or a pig. The land 
is in the hands of individual or corporation 
plantation owners who exploit these landless, 
hopeless sharecroppers for their own profit. 


REP. LUDLOW PROPOSES COMMITTEE ON PEACE AIMS 


Congressman Louis Ludlow, of the 12th Indiana 
District, on March 8, 1943, introduced in the House 
of Representatives a Joint Resolution to create 
a committee on peace aims to “prepare a clear, 
definite statement of what the United Nations are 
fighting for and the peace aims which they will 
faithfully execute when victory comes to Allied 
arms." The text of the resolutionis as follows: 


"Be it resolved, etc., That acommittee on peace 
aims is hereby created, to be composed as follows: 
Three members to be chosen by the Vice-President; 
three members of the House to be chosen by the 
Speaker and six members at large to be chosen by 
the President. Of the six members to be chosen 
by the President, one shall be a woman, one shall 
be a member of the Federal Council of Churches 
(of Christ) in America, one shall be a represent- 
ative of the Catholic Churches of America, one 
shall be a member of the Jewish religion, and the 
other shall be a member of the State Department 
trained in the field of foreign service. 

Sec.2. This committee shall prepare a clear, 
definite statement af what the United Nations are) 
fighting for and the peace aims which they will. 
faithfully execute when victory comes to Allied! 
arms . 

Sec.3.:- When this statement is completed the: 
Secretary of State shall transit the text thereof’ 
to the Governments of Great Britain and British) 
Dominions, Russia, and China. If these govern-: 
ments consent to become signatories no further: 
negotiations will be required and the statement, 
will be regarded as a finished document express-- 
ing the views and purposes of all the United Na- 
tions. The statement shall also be transmitted 
to friendly governments under Axis subjugations,, 
whose adherence may be desired. 

Sec.4. If any one of the United Nations dis- 
sents to the statement or any of its provisions,, 
the President shall invite the governments of the: 
United Nations to send delegates to a conferences 
to be held in the city of Washington to compose% 
existing differences and agree on a modifiedi 
statement which all can sign. 

Sec.5. When the statement is completed and 
approved it shall be promulgated as an officia 
declaration stating the United Nations' peace aime: 
and copies of it shall be widely distributed 
throughout the world.” 


Congressman Ludlow has long been known as one¥ 
of the most ardent advocates of international peace: 
and world order in Congress. In a letter to the 
editor of Social Action Newsletter, he writes, "I 
have a deep conviction that our Christian forces 
should be mobilizing to assistin giving the world 
a better understanding of the altruistic peace 
aims of the United Nations. I believe that it 
would be possible to make an authoritative of peace 
aims with such force and effect that it would 
hasten the crumbling of enemy resistance througt 
the strengthof its appeal to the enslaved peoples 
of totalitarian countries.... Should we not be 
up and doing?” 


Mr. Ludlow would appreciate letters from al 
who approve of the purposes of his resolution. 
He can be addressed, Hon. Louis Ludlow, House 
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 


ON SOCIAL FRONTIERS 


On March 4, Rep. Joseph R. Bryson, of North 
Carolina, introduced H.R. 2082, under the title 
of "A Bill to reduce absenteeism, conserve man- 
power, and speed production of materials necessary 
for the winning of the war." The Bill proposes 
to prohibit the manufacture and sale, exportation 
and importation of alcoholic bever ages farthe 
duration of the war and for the period of demobi- 
lization thereafter. The Bill was referred to the 
House Judiciary Committee. Persons desiring a 
copy of the Bill should address Mr. Bryson at the 
House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 
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On April 14, 1943, Dr. W. Harry Jellema, head 
of the department of philosophy of Indiana Univer- 
sity, addressing a dinner meeting of the Indian- 
apolis Bar Association, declared, "We have lost 
a great deal of the perspective of moral rights 
and this has caused Hitler and other undemocratic 
thinkers to declare that our democracy is merely 
& system that permits the individual to get out 
of society whatever he can get away with, that 
democracy is just sheer materialism that leads, 
in the end, todespotism.” Dr. Jellema urged the 
rekindling of morality as the remedy. 
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Vacation employment of minors in war industries. 
in Indiana may show a500% increase this year, is 
the warning of Mrs. Mary Garner, director of the 
Ind. Bureau of Women & Children in the Labor Divi- 
Sionof the Dept. of Public Welfare. Indianapolis 
schools are issuing employment permits at the rate 
of 50 a day. A recent legislative act permits 15 
year-old girls towork till 10 p.m. and many girls 
are taking advantage of it to workin places where 
late hours are kept. Juvenile delinquency is in- 
creasing by leaps and bounds in the state; police, 
court, and welfare authorities are alarmed. 
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Paralleling the above, the Indiana Council of 
Women, in annual meeting at Indianapolis on April 
15, passed a resolution deploring the increase in 
juvenile delinquency, offered to assume personal 
responsibility with fathers and mothers to see that 
children are properly cared for, and recommended 
revival of the old curfew law which some Indiana 
communities have instituted. The Indianapolis 
News recently assigned a crack reporter to investi- 
gate juvenile delinquency and give publicity to 
the facts through the columns of the paper. His 
investigations showed that boys and girls of high 
school age are frequenting resorts as late as 
2@a.m., and that 'reefers' or marihuana cigar- 
ettes are being freely sold among then. 
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The Children's Bureauof the U.S Department of 
Labor, Washington, D.C., has developed a plan for 
"Community Action for Children in War-Time ,” cover- 
ing (1) plans for a baby clinic in every community, 
(2) suggestions for the care of children of employ- 
ed mothers, (3) how to have school lunches in every 
school, (4) the necessity for schooling for every 
child, (5) play andrecreation programs for every 
community, and (6) employment safeguards for ev- 
ery boy and girl. Copies of the document can be 
obtained free from the Children's Bureau. Every 
church concerned about the effect of the war on 
family and child life should send for this docu- 
ment and use it as the basis of a study course 
looking toward positive action in the community. 


CHARGES PRO-AXIS GROUP ACTIVE IN MEXICO 


That the Union Nacional Sinarquista, (Sinarch- 
ists) is in reality "a native fascist group bas- 
ed on Spanish Falangist principles" is bluntly 
charged by Mexican Labor News, a mimeographed 
news service published by the leftist "Workers 
University of Mexico.” The Sinarchists, who num- 
ber a solid core of some 2000 members, with per- 
haps a total membership of 500,000, are committed 
to "A New Christian Order in Mexico,” opposition 
to liberal democracy and communism. According to 
Mexican Labor News, the movement seeks to over- 
throw the present government of Mexico and sub- 
stitute one m the Franco order, supported by the 
Catholic Church, with education, the right of free 
press, and governmental powers limited to Sinarch- 
ists. It is also charged that the movement is 
characterized by typical fascist 'strong-arm' 
squads to discipline members who may talk too 
much or who wish to leave the organization. I 
some instances, it is alleged, these squads have 
been responsible for the death of school teachers 
who donot agree that education should be control- 
led by the Church. 


According to available information, the Union 
Nacional Sinarquista was formed in 1937 by two 
Nazi agents, Oskar Hellmuth Schrieter and Freder- 
ich Wilhelm Heim, first as an 'anti-Commnist 
league,' which later adopted the Sinarchist name, 
remodeling the organization along the line of the 
Spanish Falangists. It is said that the organi- 
zation has pentrated both Central America and the 
Mexican population of the United States, having 
about 50,000 members in California, New Mexico, 
Arizona, and Texas. There are said to be approxi- 
mately 23,000 members in Central America, chiefly 
in Guatemala. The Sincharhist organizatio is said 
to have an aristocratic front, called Accion Na- 
tionale, whose membership is limited to persons 
of power and influence, while the larger organi- 
zation recruits mostly the uneducated and super- 
stitious. Quoting Mexican Labor News, "The Axis 
tie-up is assumed to run from the Nazi Ibero- 
American Institute to the Spanish Falange, thence 
to Accion National and the Sinarchist group. How- 
ever, no exact documentary proof of this connection 
exists. Sinarchist penetration of the Catholic 
Church, aided by its ‘Christian Order' slogan, has 
made Mexican authorities leery of prosecution 
without black-and-white proof, lest their actions 
be interpreted as 'religious persecution.'" How- 
ever, numerous Sinarchists have lately been arrest- 
ed on charges of treason and inciting to revolt 
after risings in various partsof Mexico, ostensi- 
bly in protest against the draft. 


One of the projects of the Sinarchist group was 
the establishment of a colony in Lower California 
near the strategic Magdelena Bay. It is charged 
that the real purpose of the colony was to prepare 
the way for a Japanese attack on the United States 
up to the entry of Mexico into the war the Sin- 
archists had openly favored the Axis. Since the 
declaration of war however, the organization has 
gone partly under ground, leaving an above-ground 
front group to carry on 4 cautious pro-Axis pro- 
gram. While the statements are not subject to 
documentary proof at this time, the program fits 
in with the known facts about Nazi propaganda 


and sabotage methods. 


A CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR'S PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE 


What sort of persons are the 60-odd young men 
of the church of the Disciples of Christ who are 
in Civilian Public Service Camps doing “work of 
national importance under civilian direction” in- 
stead of military service? What sort of philosophy 
of life d they andthe more than 6000 others hold? 
The following extract from a letter from one of 
them so completely pictures the attitudes, hopes, 
and aspirations of the group that we have asked 
permission to print it. The writer is a member 
of one of our larger churches; he has served as 
co-chairman of the Christian Youth Fellowship of 
his state, as president of the state Christian 
Youth Council, and chairman of the youth Round 
Table of Christians and Jews in one of the larger 
metropolitan cities. He has been active in politics 
in his state, having served as a member of the 
county and state young Democratic League. Before 
entering C.P.S. he was deputy County Recorder of 
his county, which contains the metropolis mention- 
ed above. The excerpt is as follows: 


"If I cannot serve in the field I chose I am 
quite willing to do the most dangerous and insig- 
nificant work so long as it aids the process of 
pbuilding a better world. I was home on furlough 
recently and attended church. Aservice flag with 
stars representing 150men in the armed forces was 
on display and it would have appeared quite ardinary 
for these times if it had contained only the tradi- 
tional blue stars. But along with the blue there 
appeared two gold stars. These two gold stars 
meant that two young men of my church had given 
their lives for their country in war. I asked 
myself if I was ready to give my life for peace; 
for Christianity. My mind turned toward the usual 
complacent Sunday congregation. I wondered how 
many would give their lives for Christ. Or even 
a job, ora day's work. I have asked myself this 
question over and over again and have searched the 
faces and hearts of my acquaintances and friends 
for some sign thatwe as Christians were ready to 
risk our physical and spiritual lives for the 
Kingdom. 


"I have come to the conclusion that the Kingdom 
of God will be built by volunteers and not con- 
scripts. God will not recruit an army to beat 
down the forces of evil but will rely upon the 
willingness of His children to die without kill- 
ing, even as Jesus did. The volunteer will have 
to capture the spirit of Jesus that let Him die 
gladly without letting even the thoughtof retali- 
ation enter‘his heart. As I continued to gaze up at 
those two gold stars I couldnot help but conclude 
that if we could match the forces of the state with 
two gold stars for peace or Christianity, we could 
revolutionize the worldas first century pioneers 
of the Gospel did. Wecould change this world for 
good beyond recognition. I dreamed for a moment 
of that great theme of millions of Christian young 
people across the world, Build Today for a Chris- 
tian World.’ I think we should match the boys in 
the army. A Gold Star life dedicated to peace in 
every congregation across the world may make the 
difference between the decline of civilization 
and the building of a new post-war world." 


Contributions to the Conscimtiow Objector Fund 
help to make a Christian witness like this possible. 


SPANISH BISHOPS REVERT TO MEDIEVAL STATUS 


An indication of what is happening to religion 
in Spain under the Franco regime is revealed by 
an Associated Press dispatch from Madrid dated 
April 8, 1943, giving the text of the oath of al- 
legiance which all bishops of the Spanish church 
are required to take under the terms of an accord 
signed by the Vatican on June 7, 1941. While the 
bishops of the Catholic Church in Germany are 
struggling to preserve the liberty of the Church 
from the encroachments af the Nazi government, the 
Vatican signs an agreement with Franco which wipes 
out the gains of centuries and makes the bishops 
of the Spanish church as completely dependent upon 
Franco as the German bishops would be on Hitler 
were the Nazi demands to be accepted. 


The text of the oath, as cabled to this country 
by the reliable Associated Press, is as follows: 


"Before God and the Holy Gospel, I swear and 
promise as befits a bishop, fidelity to the Span- 
ish state. 

"T swear and promise to respect and make ny cler- 
gy respect the chief of the Spanish state and the: 
government established according to Spanish laws.. 

"I swear and promise moreover to take no part. 
in any agreement nor to take part in any meeting: 
which may prejudice the Spanish state and public: 
order, and I will make my clergy observe similar: 
conduct. 

"Occupying myself with the welfare and inter-- 
est of the Spanish state Iwill endeavor to avoidi 
all evils which may threaten it.” 


The first fact that will strike the intelligen 
reader is the absolute and unconditioned allegi 
ance which the bishop is required to give to th 
Spanish state and its dictator head. Notone wor 
is said about his obligationtoGod. Nor is the 
the slightest recognition that he has any dut 
higher than his duty to the state. Roman Catholic 
through the ages have fought to maintain the inde- 
pendence of the Church against the encroachment 
of ambitious rulers. Many of them died rather th 
say, "Caesar is lord.” But in Spain the bishops 
must henceforth say, “Franco is lord!" withou 
even a qualifying phrase to permit prior allegi- 
ance to God - or even the Vatican. What are o 
Catholic friends in America who with one breath 
shout for democracy and with the next plead fox 
the Franco regime going to say to that? 


The oath becomes more absurd than ever when i+ 
requires the bishop to "respect the chief of the 
Spanish state and the government established ac- 
cording to Spanish laws." Franco is 'chief of the 
Spanish state' by exactly the same means that Quis) 
ling is 'chief' of the Norwegian state. To pre: 
tend that his government was ‘established by Span 
ish laws' is ludicrous. And for the man who pre? 
tends to be the 'Vicar of Christ on Farth' to si 
a concord at that puts the bishops of the Churc} 
at the mercy of such a regime is to compound : 
fraud on the Christian religion. "What concor: 
hath Christ. with Beliel?" 

American Protestants welcome the growing spi 
of understanding and fraternity between Protestan 
& Catholics here, but some of the political move: 
of the Vatican put goodwill to a severe strain. 


